
HOPE Cycle 3: A Covenant, the Bride, Groom, and Banquet 

 

Memory Verse: The LORD says, “As for me, this is the agreement [covenant] that I will make with 

these people. I promise my Spirit that I put on you and my words that I put in your mouth will never 

leave you. They will be with you and your children and your children’s children, for now and forever. 

Isaiah 59:21 

 

HELP Week: What is a covenant and why does it matter? 

1. Genesis 26: 27-31 reads:  Isaac said to them, “Why have you [people] come to me, since you hate 

me and have sent me away from you?” They said, “We see clearly that the LORD has been with you; 

so we said, ‘There should now be an oath between us [with a curse for the one who breaks it], that is, 

between you and us, and let us make a covenant (binding agreement, solemn promise) with you, that 

you will not harm us, just as we have not touched you and have done nothing but good to you and 

have sent you away in peace. You are now the blessed and favored of the LORD!’” Then Isaac held a 

[formal] banquet (covenant feast) for them, and they ate and drank. They got up early in the morning 

and swore oaths [pledging to do nothing but good to each other]; and Isaac sent them on their way 

and they left him in peace.” 

Questions: 

A. How do these verses describe a covenant? 

B. What does a covenant imply? 

 

2. In Genesis 12:2-3: God makes a covenant (promise) to Abraham, the father of our faith and it 

reads: “And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you [abundantly], and make your name 

great (exalted, distinguished); and you shall be a blessing [a source of great good to others]; and I will 

bless (do good for, benefit) those who bless you, and I will curse [that is, subject to My wrath and 

judgment] the one who curses (despises, dishonors, has contempt for) you. And in you all the families 

(nations) of the earth will be blessed.” 

Questions:  

A. Why did God make this promise to Abraham? 

B. What is the significance of this promise and how is it still impacting us today? 

Bonus: Do you know why Judaism and Islam also claim this promise?  

 

3. In Isaiah 59:21 reads: “The LORD says, “As for me, this is the agreement [covenant] that I will 

make with these people. I promise my Spirit that I put on you and my words that I put in your mouth 

will never leave you. They will be with you and your children and your children’s children, for now and 

forever. And Jeremiah 31:33 reads: “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days,” says the LORD, “I will put My law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 

and I will be their God, and they will be My people. 

Questions:  

A. In these verses, what is God promising to His people? 

B. How long do these promises last?  

C.  How do these promises affect generations and why is this important to us?  

 



4. Hebrews 8:7 reads: “For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 

occasion for a second one or an attempt to institute another one [the new covenant].” And Hebrews 

9:15 reads: “For this reason He is the Mediator and Negotiator of a new covenant [that is, an entirely 

new agreement uniting God and man], so that those who have been called [by God] may receive [the 

fulfillment of] the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has taken place [as the payment] which 

redeems them from the sins committed under the obsolete first covenant.”  

Questions: 

A. Why was the first covenant (Old Testament promise) not enough? 

B. Why was death a necessary factor in the new covenant? 

C.  Who is the “Mediator and Negotiator” of the new covenant? 

 

5. Mathew 5:17 reads: “Don’t think that I [Jesus] have come to destroy the Law of Moses or the 

teaching of the prophets. I have come not to destroy their teachings but to give full meaning to them 

[fulfill them].”And  Romans 7:6 reads: “But now we have been released from the Law and its penalty, 

having died [through Christ] to that by which we were held captive, so that we serve [God] in the 

newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter [of the Law]. And Hebrews 13:20-21 reads: 

“I pray that the God of peace will give you every good thing you need so that you can do what he 

wants. God is the one who raised from death our Lord Jesus, the Great Shepherd of his sheep. He 

raised him because Jesus sacrificed his blood [dying on the cross] to begin the new agreement that 

never ends. I pray that God will work through Jesus Christ to do the things in us that please him. To 

him be glory forever. Amen.” 

Questions: 

A. How is the Holy Spirit a factor in the new covenant and why is this important? 

B. How does Jesus’ death begin the new agreement (covenant) and why does it never end? 

C. How does this week’s discussion HELP you to understand the impact of promises made and kept 

and what happens when they are not kept? 

 

 

 

 

OVERCOME Week: Understanding the symbolism of the bride and groom 

 

1. Jeremiah 2:2 reads:  “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD, “I 
remember [earnestly] the lovingkindness and devotion of your youth, your time of betrothal [like that 
of a bride during the early years in Egypt and again at Sinai], when you followed Me in the wilderness, 
through a land not sown. And Hosea 3:1b reads: Do this because it is an example of the LORD’s love 
for Israel. He continues to love them, but they continue to turn to other gods, and they love to eat 
those raisin cakes [food for the false Gods].” In these Old Testament verses, God is talking about His 
chosen people [the Jewish people]. 

Questions:  
A. What comes to mind when you think of a bride?  
B. How does God describe His people in Jeremiah 2:2?  



C. What does it mean that the Jewish people “continued to turn to other gods”?  

 

2. Revelation 19:7-9 reads:” Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him glory and honor, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come [at last] and His bride (the redeemed) has prepared herself.” She has 
been permitted to dress in fine linen, dazzling white and clean—for the fine linen signifies the 
righteous acts of the saints [the ethical conduct, personal integrity, moral courage, and godly 
character of believers].Then the angel said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he said to me [further], “These are the true and exact words of 
God.”  

The picture of marriage here signifies commitment (covenant), faithfulness, oneness, and love.  

Questions: 
A. In the first verse, who is the lamb and who is the bride?  
B. what does the white linen signify and why is this important to believers? 
 
 

3. Ephesians 21:25-27 reads: “Husbands, love your wives [seek the highest good for her and 

surround her with a caring, unselfish love], just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up 

for her, so that He might sanctify the church, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 

word [of God], so that [in turn] He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor, without 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy [set apart for God] and blameless.” 

While Paul is helping believers to understand God’s purpose and plan for marriage between 

husbands and wives, there is also a parallel spiritual meaning.  

Questions:  

A. Why is it important for the bride (believers) to be “holy [set apart for God] and blameless”? 

B.  How has Christ cleansed the church with the “washing of the word”?  

 

 

4. Matthew 25:6-13 reads: “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is 
coming! Come out and meet him!’ “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. Then the five 
foolish ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ “But 
the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for 
yourselves.’ “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready 
went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. Later, when the other five 
bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’ “But he called 
back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ [then Jesus said]  “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not 
know the day or hour of my return. This parable is about believers preparing for Jesus’ return. We 
must be faithful, patient, and ready.  

Questions: 
A. What is the symbolism of “while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came”? 
B. What does it mean that the door was locked during the marriage feast? 
C. How does this week’s lesson help you to OVERCOME anything in your life that is distracting you 
from Jesus?   



 

 

PREPARE Week: What is the symbolism of the banquet and who is invited?  

 

1. Psalm 45:13-15 reads: “The princess [bride] is so beautiful in her gown, like a pearl set in gold. 

Clothed in beauty, she is led to the king, followed by her bridesmaids. Filled with joy and excitement, 

they enter into the king’s palace. And ”Revelation 19:9 reads: The angel said to me, “Write: ‘How 

blessed are those who have been invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb!’” Then he added, “These 

are God’s very words.”  

 

 

Questions: 

A. Based on last week’s lesson, what is the symbolism of the bride, king, and bridesmaids (briefly 

explain)? 

B. What is the demeanor of the bride and bridesmaid and what does this have to do with us?   

C. Who has been invited to the wedding feast and who will attend?  

 

2. Isaiah 25:6-7 reads: “The LORD All-Powerful will give a feast for all the people on this mountain. At 
the feast, there will be the best foods and wines. The meat will be good and tender, the wine pure and 
clear. But now there is a veil covering all nations and people. This veil is called “death.” But death will 
be destroyed forever. “ And Revelation 21:2-4 reads: “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, arrayed like a bride adorned for her husband; and then I heard 
a loud voice from the throne, saying, “See! The tabernacle of God is among men, and He will live 
among them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will be with them [as their God,] and He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be death; there will no longer be 
sorrow and anguish, or crying, or pain; for the former order of things has passed away.” 

After Jesus (the bridegroom) comes back for his bride (believers) there will be a “new Jerusalem”, 
which is signified in the “marriage banquet/celebration” symbolism.  

Questions:  
A. Why do you think God uses the symbolism of a wedding banquet (feast)?  
B. What does it mean that “the tabernacle of God is among men” and why is this important?  
C. Why will death, pain, and sadness no longer exist? 
 

3. Revelation 21:22b-27 reads: “The Lord God All-Powerful and the Lamb were the city’s 
temple. The city did not need the sun or the moon to shine on it. The glory of God gave the city light. 
The Lamb was the city’s lamp. The peoples of the world will walk by the light given by the Lamb. The 
rulers of the earth will bring their glory into the city. The city’s gates will never close on any day, 
because there is no night there. The greatness and the honor of the nations will be brought into the 
city. Nothing unclean will ever enter the city. No one who does shameful things or tells lies will ever 
enter the city. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life will enter the city.” 

Questions: 
A. In these verses, who is the lamb and how is he able to be the city’s lamp? 



B. why will the city gates never close and why is there no night there?  
C. Why is it important that “nothing unclean” or those who do “shameful things” will ever enter city?  
 
 
4. Isaiah 61:10 reads: “The LORD makes me very happy. I am completely happy with my God. He 

dressed me in the clothes of salvation. He put the victory coat on me. I look like a man dressed for his 

wedding, like a bride covered with jewels.” And Proverbs 1:5 reads: “Let the wise hear and increase 

in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance…” 

Questions: 

A. How are we “completely happy with God” no matter the circumstance and under what 

circumstances are we not happy?  

B. How is God’s Word both mysterious and perfect?  

C. How does this week’s lesson or HOPE cycle PREPARE you to tell others about Jesus?  

 


